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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 MONTEV 02622 081232Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO HA-05 H-02 VO-03 CA-01 /026 W 

129340 090043Z/64 

R 0720 17Z AUG 78 
FM AMEMBASSY MONTEVIDEO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6993 

UNCLAS MONTEVIDEO 2622 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: SHUM, OTRA, UY 

SUB J : EXIT VISA FOR FATHER JUAN LUIS SEGUNDO OF URUGUAY 

REF: STATE 192558 

1 . POLOFF MET AUGUST 4 AND 5 WITH ARCHBISHOP PARTELLI 
AND JESUIT PROVINCIAL ARTOLA CONCERNING DIFFICULTIES OF 
FATHER JUAN LUIS SEGUNDO IN OBTAINING PASSPORT FOR TRAVEL 
TO THE U.S. PRIOR TO EMBASSY QUERY, THESE CHURCH AUTHORITIES 
WERE UNAWARE OF FATHER SEGUNDO'S PASSPORT PROBLEM. 


2. CHURCH AUTHORITIES INFORMED THAT FATHER SEGUNDO HAD 
REQUESTED RENEWAL OF HIS PASSPORT ON JUNE 6. SUBSEQUENTLY, 

HE HAD FOLLOWED UP NUMEROUS TIMES WITH THE INTERIOR MINISTRY 
OFFICE CONCERNED BUT HAS TO DATE RECEIVED NO APPROVAL OF HIS 
RENEWAL REQUEST. FOLLOWING POLICE INTERROGATION IN JANUARY 
1976 CONCERNING THE IDEOLOGICAL CONTENT OF SEVERAL BOOKS WHICH 
HE HAD AUTHORED, FATHER SEGUNDO WAS PROVIDED WITH A PASSPORT 
AND PERMITTED TO TRAVEL. HE HAD NOT BEEN FURTHER CONTACTED 
BY THE URUGUAYAN AUTHORITIES AND HE HAD NOT ANTICIPATED 
PROBLEMS WITH PASSPORT RENEWAL AT THIS TIME. 


3. EMBASSY WILL REINFORCE EFFORTS BY CHURCH AUTHORITIES 
TO OBTAIN APPROVAL OF FATHER SEGUNDO'S PASSPORT RENEWAL 
AND WILL INFORM DEPARTMENT OF RESULTS. 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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4. CONGRESSMAN ROBERT F. DRINAN INTERESTED. 
CHEEK 
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